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Green Signals Ahead 

B 
ack in the November ï December 

2013 PLS Gazette I wrote a short 

editorial about one of our goals 

being ñto educate our guests and associate 

members about large scale model railroad-

ingò. This still continues to be one of our 

primary ongoing goals.  When you visit 

PLS and walk around the railroad you will 

see many different size trains running on a 

number of different tracks of various sizes

(track gauges). To help our associates and 

visitors better understand the language of 

model railroading please refer to the ñhow 

track gauge is measuredò drawing above 

and the ñtrack gauge and scale of trainsò 

table below. The table outlines the five 

different track gauges and scales we oper-

ate at PLS.          

The smallest and very popular trains you 

will see running at PLS are referred to as 

Gauge 1.  The track gauge is 1.772 inches 

(45 millimeters), just a little more than 1 Ĳ 

inches between the rails and has a scale is 

1/32 or 3/8 inches to the foot. The 1/32 

sometimes referred to as the ratio (1:32) 

makes these trains 32 times smaller than 

the full size equipment they represent.  It 

should be noted that although the ratio of 

1/32 is one of the more popular scales, you 

may see other larger and/or smaller run-

ning on the PLS gauge one track. The track 

located just about in the center of the PLS 

property is both elevated on short piers and 

at ground level.  The elevated section is 

designed to make it easy for the engineers/

operators to handle the equipment without 

having to get down on hands and knees to 

service, steam up and ready for operation. 

For those interested in becoming involved 

in outdoor railroading this is a good place 

to get started.  The equipment has the low-

est cost to get into the hobby with a small 

engine costing just a few hundred dollars. 

Another Gauge 1 advantage is the size and 

weight of the engine, cars, tools, and fuel.  

All can be hand-carried to and from an 

automobile making the movement and 

storage of these small size live steamers 

the easiest of all trains to own and operate. 

As many of you know PLS was established 

in 1946 in Berwyn, Pa and moved to its 

current location in Rahns in 1970. Over the 

years, Berwyn has been confused with its 

close neighbor Paoli and you may have 

heard it said that PLS was started in Paoli, 

PA. This is a misunderstanding that has 

taken hold after many years of poor com-

munication. The track located in the center 

of the PLS property makes a loop around 

the Gauge 1 track mentioned above.  The 

configuration of this track is referred to as 

the multi-gauge loop and consists of 4 rails 

fastened to  shared railroad ties with spac-

ing that allows 2 İ inch gauge, 3 İ inch 

gauge and 4 Ĳ inch gauge equipment to be 

run on the same track. The multi-gauge 

track is connected to the circular steaming 

bay and pit area that permits the prepara-

Gauge 1 engine passing over trestle 

Gauge 1 trains waiting for the mainline 

(Continued on page 3) 
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PLS wishes to thank the following mem-

bers and friends for donations received 

during June and July:  Barry Shapin, Steve 

Mallon, Dick Moore, Ginny Haskell, Jona-

than Riehl and family, Robert Hekemian 

Jr, Stephanie Firth, and the Jerusalem Lu-

theran Day Care. 

Thank you also to Bruce Saylor, Robert 

Blackson, Robert Hillenbrand, Mrs. John 

Atkinson and Murray Wilson for their 

contributions in memory of Al Hein.   

Membership Gauge 

   As of July 31, 2015 PLS has:   

            103 Regular Members 

          212 Associate Members  

            10 Honorary Members                                     

Donation         

Acknowledgements 

2015 PLS Calendar of Events 

   Saturday, August 15  Board of Directors Meeting - 9:30 AM 

                         Membership Meeting - 12:30 PM                      

                              Afternoon/Evening Run* 

    Sunday, August 23     Run Day - Members & Guests* 

    Sunday, August 30     *Run Day Rain Date 

    Friday, Sept. 4           Fall Meet - Members & Guests 

    Saturday, Sept. 5       Fall Meet - Members & Guests 

                                       Pot Luck Dinner at 5:30 PM 

    Sunday, Sept. 6         Fall Meet - Members & Guests 

    Saturday, Sept. 19     Board of Directors Meeting - 9:30 AM 

                                       Membership Meeting - 12:30 PM 

                                       Afternoon/Evening Run** 

    Sunday, Sept. 27       Run Day - Members & Guests** 

          Members & Guests 

    Sunday, October 4     **Run Day Rain Date 

                       

   

Club Membership 

News 

PLS welcomes new Associate Members 

Thomas Settefrati, Ruth Toner, Steve Mal-

lon, Brooke A. Moore III, Richard R. 

Teaff, Joseph P. Geiger Sr, and David R. 

Houser. 

Thank You! 

The 2015 PLS picnic was again a suc-

cess and we owe  thanks to all that helped 

with the preparation and, of course, the 

cooking of the Hamburgers and Hot Dogs 

that all seem to thoroughly enjoy.  Once 

again the cooking was led by Jay Shupard 

and, as always, he did a great job.  Steve 

Leatherman also was another member that 

helped with the setup and food prepara-

tion.  Thanks to all that set up the tent, 

tables and got bits and pieces together to 

make are annual picnic a success.                          

A very special THANK YOU needs to go 

out to Associate Member Jonathan Riehl 

and his family for bringing their steam 

tractor/engine and ice cream freezers and 

making us his fantastic homemade ice 

cream. Not only did his family setup and 

make the ice cream, he also donated the 

ingredients as well.  Thank you, Jonathan! 

As we prepare for our 2015 Fall Meet, it is 

again time to remind all members, Regular 

and Associate, that we depend on you to 

help the weekend run smoothly. Our need 

for volunteers to perform gate duty and/or 

staff the kitchen/snack areas seems to be 

more difficult to meet each season. So 

please sign up when you arrive on Friday, 

Saturday, or Sunday of Labor Day Week-

end.Thank you.                                                           

And, as always, your donation of baked 

goods for our snack area, either homemade 

or store bought, would be greatly appreci-

ated.                                                         

REMINDER: During the meet, the club-

house refrigerators are used for food and 

drinks sold by PLS throughout the week-

end. Should you need refrigeration for 

either personal use or items brought for the 

potluck dinner, please use your cooler. 

2015 Fall Meet 
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(Continued from page 1) 

tion and servicing of equipment prior to 

entry to the multi-gauge main line. The 

two smaller of these three sizes can sup-

port an engineer on a riding car and the 

larger 4 Ĳ gauge can support the  engineer, 

several cars and passengers. 

The longest two PLS tracks make a double 

loop around the entire railroad and consist 

of 4 Ĳ inch gauge mainline supporting 

1/12 scale or 1 inch to the foot and the 7 ı 

inch gauge mainline supporting 1/8 scale 

or 1.5 inches to the foot. Please keep in 

mind that there can be considerable differ-

ence between the sizes of engines running 

on the 7 ı inch mainline. The simple fact 

is the full size engines and cars from the 

mid 1850ôs were much smaller than those 

manufactured in the 1920ôs. Using a scale 

of 1/8 and 1.5 inches per foot means our 

scale models are made to the exact propor-

tions of the full size equipment thus early 

engine representation are much smaller 

than those of a later era.                          

The 7 ı inch gauge mainline runs parallel 

to the 4 Ĳ inch gauge track except at the 

main yard and station areas.  The 7 ı inch 

gauge station is on the south side of the 

main yard and the 4 Ĳ inch gauge station is 

on the north side. All of the yard tracks and 

the mainline tracks are busy on club run 

days.   

It is my hope that the table of track gauge 

and equipment scale help give you a better 

understanding of the size of the equipment 

that is operated on the PLS large scale rail-

road. In general the scales noted in the 

table can be seen running on the corre-

sponding track gauges. As noted in the 

description of the Gauge 1 equipment, oth-

er scale (ratios) can be applied to all track 

gauges with some engines of an even larg-

er scale running on a smaller gauge tracks. 

Sometimes it seems that all we ever do is 

WORK ON THE RAIL ROAD, but as can 

be seen in the photos included in this arti-

cle we also take time out to have fun too!  

Yes, itôs true the railroad does take a lot of 

hard work to keep it looking good and in 

safe running order, but when you see the 

fun that takes place on our regularly sched-

uled run days and at our spring and fall 

meets you know why we work so hard on 

our Wednesday and Saturday work days.     

 I opened this editorial by stating one of 

our goals at PLS is ñto educate our guests 

and associate members about large scale 

model railroadingò.  Another of our goals 

can be seen in a number of the photos on 

this page. That goal is to introduce the 

younger generation to large scale outdoor 

model railroading. We are very happy that 

boys and girls can both have a great time 

riding and running various types of trains 

on the PLS mainline. 

 I look forward to seeing you at PLS and 

encourage all that are interested in large 

scale model railroading to come join us at 

one of our work or run days 

to learn more about our hob-

by and how you might be-

come involved. 

       See you on the Mainline, 

       Frank Webb - President 

Fun on handcar on the Multi-Line 

4 Ĳ Gauge Steam on the Multi-Gauge 

              

Young      

engineers on 

the 4 Ĳ inch 

Gauge    

Mainline 

Double-headed 1/8 scale on 7 ı inch Gauge Mainline 

All photos courtesy of Allen Underkofler 


